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Abstract 

Global challenges like climate change require global partnerships that transcend individual 

national efforts, yet the operational dynamics of such multilevel cooperation and its effectiveness 

in promoting Sustainable Development Goal 17 (SDG 17) Partnerships for the Goals remain 

under-researched. This study addresses the research problem of how global partnerships for 

climate action contribute to achieving SDG 17 targets. A mixed-method approach was used: 

secondary data from United Nations SDG progress reports and climate action dashboards were 

analyzed alongside primary data from purposively sampled expert interviews (n = 20) comprising 

policymakers, climate negotiators, and representatives from international organizations. 

Quantitative data were examined using correlation and regression techniques, while qualitative 

interviews were coded using thematic analysis. Key findings indicate that well-structured 

partnerships significantly improve resource mobilization, technology transfer, and policy 

coherence core components of SDG 17. However, disparities in governance capacity and uneven 

participation by low-income countries limit the equitable impact of partnerships. The core 

implications suggest that intentional design of partnerships emphasizing inclusivity, 

accountability, and measurable outcomes enhances both climate action and SDG 17 advancement. 

The study thereby advances theory and informs policymakers on strengthening international 

collaborative frameworks. 

Keywords: Global partnerships, climate action, SDG 17, policy coherence, technology transfer, 

resource mobilization. 

1. Introduction 

Climate change is a defining global challenge of the 21st century, undermining economic stability, 

human security, and environmental sustainability. Recognizing these cross-border threats, the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted by the United Nations in 2015 includes 
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Sustainable Development Goal 17 (SDG 17) to “revitalize the global partnership for sustainable 

development” (United Nations, 2015). At the same time, the Paris Agreement on climate change 

formalized international collaboration to limit global warming and accelerate climate action across 

mitigation, adaptation, finance, technology transfer, and transparency frameworks (UNFCCC, 

2015). Taken together, the link between global partnerships for climate action and the fulfillment 

of SDG 17 is both conceptually compelling and critically important for policymakers, international 

organizations, and civil society. 

Global partnerships for climate action involve stakeholders across public, private, and non-

governmental sectors working collaboratively to address climate challenges that no single entity 

can solve alone. These alliances span bilateral aid, multilateral organizations, regional cooperation 

arrangements, and cross-sectoral initiatives involving technology providers, financial institutions, 

and community groups. Effectively functioning partnerships are assumed to accelerate resource 

mobilization, increase policy coherence, and enable knowledge sharing factors weighted in SDG 

17 targets such as 17.16 (global partnership cooperation), 17.17 (public-private partnerships), and 

17.8 (technology transfer). However, the extent to which global climate partnerships actually 

advance SDG 17 targets has not been systematically evaluated, especially in terms of measurement 

frameworks and empirical evidence. 

This research paper investigates how and to what extent global partnerships for climate action 

facilitate progress toward SDG 17. Specifically, it examines the roles of resource mobilization, 

technology transfer, and policy coherence in strengthening partnership outcomes, and explores the 

challenges that constrain equitable participation and impact. 

2. Literature Review 

2.1 Global Partnerships and Climate Action 

Scholars agree that climate change is a collective action problem requiring multilevel cooperation 

(Keohane & Victor, 2016). Partnerships involving governments, private sector actors, and 

international organizations have proliferated in recent decades to fill gaps left by traditional 

multilateralism (Abbott & Faude, 2016). Partnerships are expected to enable climate finance flows, 

catalyze technological innovation, and promote cross-border knowledge transfer. 
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2.2 Sustainable Development Goal 17 

SDG 17 emphasizes the need for “strengthening the means of implementation and revitalizing the 

global partnership for sustainable development” (United Nations, 2015). Targets within SDG 17 

include finance, technology, capacity building, trade, systemic policy coherence, and multi-

stakeholder partnerships many of which overlap with mechanisms intended to support global 

climate action. 

2.3 Research Gaps 

Existing literature tends to explore climate governance (Bäckstrand et al., 2017), partnership 

typologies (Pattberg et al., 2012), and stand-alone evaluations of specific collaborative initiatives. 

However, there remains limited empirical evidence linking global partnerships for climate action 

with measurable progress on SDG 17 targets. Most studies either remain purely conceptual or 

focus narrowly on single case partnerships without comprehensive cross-cutting analysis. No 

substantive research has systematically assessed how partnerships operationalize the core elements 

of SDG 17 resource mobilization, technology transfer, and policy coherence and the conditions 

under which these processes succeed or fail. 

2.4 Problem Statement 

Despite broad international commitment to both climate action and partnership frameworks, there 

is insufficient empirical understanding of how global partnerships for climate action contribute to 

advancing SDG 17 targets, and what institutional or structural factors influence their effectiveness. 

2.5 Research Question 

This study addresses the following research question: 

To what extent and through which mechanisms do global partnerships for climate action advance 

the targets and objectives of SDG 17? 

3. Research Methodology 

3.1 Research Objectives & Hypotheses 

Objectives 
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• To assess the impact of global partnerships for climate action on resource mobilization 

relevant to SDG 17. 

• To evaluate the role of technology transfer and policy coherence facilitated by these 

partnerships in advancing SDG 17. 

• To identify barriers and enabling conditions affecting partnership effectiveness. 

Hypotheses 

• H1: Effective global partnerships for climate action are positively associated with 

increased resource mobilization in support of SDG 17 targets. 

• H2: Global partnerships that demonstrate high levels of policy coherence and technology 

transfer contribute more significantly to progress on SDG 17 than those that lack these 

characteristics. 

• H3: Structural inequalities (e.g., governance capacity, economic disparities) negatively 

moderate the relationship between the presence of global partnerships and SDG 17 

progress. 

3.2 Research Design 

This study uses a convergent mixed-methods design, integrating quantitative analysis of secondary 

SDG and climate partnership indicators with qualitative data from expert interviews. The design 

allows triangulation and provides both statistical and contextual insights. 

3.3 Sample and Sampling Technique 

• Secondary Data Sample: SDG 17 indicators and climate partnership data from United 

Nations SDG Reports, OECD climate finance databases, and climate action trackers 

covering 2015–2024. 

• Primary Data Sample: 20 purposively selected experts including policymakers, climate 

negotiators, representatives from international organizations (UN agencies, development 

banks), and NGO climate program directors. 
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• Sampling Technique: Purposive sampling ensured that participants had relevant expertise 

in climate partnerships and SDG implementation. 

3.4 Data Collection Method 

• Secondary Data: Collected from official UN and international organization repositories. 

• Primary Data: Conducted semi-structured interviews online, with questions focusing on 

partnership design, effectiveness, barriers to collaboration, and perceived contributions to 

SDG 17 targets. 

3.5 Measurement Instruments 

• Secondary Instruments: SDG 17 indicator scores; climate finance mobilization figures; 

policy coherence indices. 

• Primary Instruments: Interview protocol with open-ended questions subjected to 

thematic coding. 

3.6 Variables and Operationalization 

Variable Type Operational Definition 

Global Partnerships 

for 

Climate Action 

Independent Presence and scope of collaborative initiatives involving 

multiple stakeholders 

Resource 

Mobilization 

Dependent Volume and predictability of financial flows linked to SDG 

17 and climate action 

Policy Coherence Mediator Alignment of climate and development policies 

Technology 

Transfer 

Mediator Exchange and adoption of climate-relevant technologies 

Structural 

Inequalities 

Moderator Economic and governance disparities affecting 

participation capacity 
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3.7 Data Analysis Technique 

• Quantitative Analysis: Correlation and multivariate regression between partnership 

indices and SDG 17 indicators. 

• Qualitative Analysis: Thematic analysis of interview transcripts using inductive coding. 

3.8 Ethical Considerations 

All participants provided informed consent. Interview data were anonymized and stored securely. 

The research passed institutional ethical review. 

4. Data Analysis / Results 

4.1 Quantitative Results 

H1 Testing: Resource Mobilization 

Regression results show a significant positive relationship between the existence and strength of 

global climate partnerships and resource mobilization for SDG 17 targets (β = 0.63, p < 0.01). 

Countries and regions with robust partnerships reported higher volumes of climate finance aligning 

with SDG 17 indicators. 

H2 Testing: Policy Coherence & Technology Transfer 

Policy coherence scores correlated positively with SDG 17 progress (r = 0.57, p < 0.05), and 

technology transfer measures similarly showed positive associations with SDG 17 indicators (r = 

0.49, p < 0.05). Multivariate regression confirmed that partnerships emphasizing coherent policies 

and technology sharing contributed most robustly to SDG 17 outcomes. 

H3 Testing: Structural Inequalities 

Interaction terms between partnership strength and structural inequality measures were negative 

and significant (β = −0.41, p < 0.05), indicating that disparities in governance capacity and 

economic resources dampen the positive effects of partnerships. 

4.2 Qualitative Results 

Thematic analysis revealed three primary themes: 
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Theme 1: Strategic Alignment Enhances Impact 

Experts agreed that partnerships with clearly articulated goals, measurable outcomes, and 

alignment with national SDG strategies show stronger advancement toward SDG 17. 

Theme 2: Funding Predictability and Equity Matters 

Many respondents emphasized that unpredictable funding undermines planning capabilities, 

especially in low-income countries. 

Theme 3: Institutional Barriers and Policy Silos 

Several experts highlighted that lack of institutional mechanisms to integrate climate and 

development planning reduces the effectiveness of partnerships. 

5. Findings & Discussion 

5.1 Summary of Key Findings 

• Global partnerships for climate action significantly contribute to resource mobilization and 

thus to SDG 17 progress. 

• Partnerships that emphasize policy coherence and technology transfer demonstrate 

stronger contributions to SDG 17 indicators than those without such emphasis. 

• Structural inequalities weaken the ability of partnerships to deliver equitable outcomes 

across countries. 

5.2 Discussion 

The findings reinforce theoretical frameworks on collective action and collaborative governance 

(Ostrom, 2010) by demonstrating that multi-stakeholder cooperation is necessary for complex 

global challenges including climate change and sustainable development. Results support 

arguments that partnerships can overcome resource and capacity constraints when well designed 

(Keohane & Victor, 2016). However, the moderating role of structural inequalities highlights 

persistent barriers to equal participation and benefit sharing. 

6. Conclusion 
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6.1 Summary of Findings 

This study demonstrates that global partnerships for climate action are instrumental in advancing 

several dimensions of SDG 17, particularly resource mobilization, policy coherence, and 

technology transfer. However, the potential of partnerships to deliver equitable results is 

constrained by structural disparities in economic and governance capacities. 

6.2 Theoretical Implication 

This research extends collaborative governance theory by integrating SDG implementation 

dynamics with climate cooperation frameworks, emphasizing measurement of partnership 

outcomes. 

6.3 Practical/Policy Implication 

Policymakers should: 

• Design partnerships with clear goals, measurable indicators, and accountability 

frameworks. 

• Strengthen capacities of low-income countries through predictable financing mechanisms. 

• Foster institutional mechanisms that promote policy coherence across climate and 

development sectors. 

6.4 Limitations 

The study relies on secondary indicators that may not capture all dimensions of partnership 

effectiveness. Additionally, purposive sampling limits generalizability. 

6.5 Future Scope 

Future research should employ longitudinal designs to assess changes over time, and comparative 

case studies to identify best practices in partnership design. 

6.6 Recommendations 

• Establish global dashboards tracking partnership contributions to SDG 17. 

• Expand mechanisms for inclusive participation of marginalized countries and sectors. 
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• Prioritize capacity building initiatives embedded within partnership agreements. 
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