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Abstract 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by all United Nations Member States in 

2015, represent a global blueprint for peace and prosperity, for people and the planet, now and into 

the future. With the 2030 deadline approaching, 2025 serves as a crucial checkpoint. This paper 

evaluates the progress made towards the SDGs as of 2025, identifies major challenges hindering 

their achievement, and proposes strategic directions to ensure the realization of these goals. Based 

on data analysis, reports from international agencies, and academic literature, this study offers a 

comprehensive overview of the global SDG landscape, focusing on integrated strategies, 

innovative practices, and multilateral cooperation. The paper concludes that while several 

countries have demonstrated commendable progress, a gap remains between commitment and 

action. Urgent attention to financing, inclusivity, and accountability is essential to meet the 2030 

targets. 
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1. Introduction: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted at the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Summit in September 2015, provided an integrated roadmap comprising 

17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 associated targets. These goals aim to end 

poverty, protect the environment, reduce inequality, and ensure peace and prosperity for all. As a 

universal call to action, the SDGs emphasize the importance of partnerships and collaboration 

among governments, the private sector, and civil society. The year 2025 is particularly significant 
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because it offers a mid-point evaluation, allowing stakeholders to reflect on past efforts and 

recalibrate strategies to accelerate progress. 

While initial enthusiasm drove widespread integration of the SDGs into national policies and 

frameworks, the actual implementation has varied significantly across regions. Global crises such 

as the COVID-19 pandemic, geopolitical instability, and environmental catastrophes have not only 

hindered progress but have also exposed systemic vulnerabilities. In this context, analyzing the 

progress of the SDGs in 2025 becomes critical. It provides insights into which goals are on track, 

which are lagging, and what innovative solutions can be applied to bridge existing gaps. This 

research thus aims to present a detailed evaluation of SDG progress as of 2025, highlight ongoing 

challenges, and recommend future directions rooted in global cooperation and sustainable policy 

frameworks. 

2. Progress Toward SDGs (As of 2025): 

2.1 SDG Achievements: 

• SDG 1 (No Poverty): Global poverty rates have declined from 10% in 2015 to 

approximately 6.8% in 2025. Countries like China, Vietnam, and Costa Rica have 

demonstrated impressive reductions through targeted social protection programs and 

economic reforms. However, Sub-Saharan Africa continues to face poverty challenges, 

with fragile states struggling to create employment and basic infrastructure. 

• SDG 2 (Zero Hunger): There have been improvements in agricultural productivity and 

food security due to advances in technology and policy support. However, climate-related 

disruptions and conflicts have caused food insecurity in regions like the Horn of Africa, 

the Sahel, and parts of the Middle East. 

• SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-Being): Progress is evident in vaccination coverage, 

maternal and infant mortality rates, and increased access to essential health services. Health 

systems resilience, however, remains uneven, with many low-income countries facing 

shortages in workforce and medical supplies. 

• SDG 4 (Quality Education): The expansion of remote learning platforms and increased 

public funding have improved literacy rates and school attendance. Nonetheless, gender 

disparities and a lack of quality teaching materials persist in rural and marginalized 

communities. 
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• SDG 5 (Gender Equality): Legislative reforms have been enacted to support women's 

rights, and female participation in politics and the workforce has increased. Yet, wage gaps, 

gender-based violence, and underrepresentation in leadership positions continue to impede 

full equality. 

• SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation): Universal access to safe drinking water and 

sanitation has improved, especially in South Asia and Latin America. However, water 

scarcity in arid regions and pollution of freshwater sources remain major issues. 

• SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy): There is a remarkable rise in the share of 

renewable energy in the global mix, with several countries adopting national energy 

transition plans. Energy access has also improved in Sub-Saharan Africa and Southeast 

Asia through off-grid solar systems. 

• SDG 13 (Climate Action): Signatories of the Paris Agreement have updated their 

nationally determined contributions (NDCs), and there has been a notable increase in green 

investments. Despite this, global emissions are still rising, and climate adaptation in 

vulnerable regions remains underfunded. 

2.2 Regional Disparities: The pace of SDG progress varies widely among regions. While 

Northern and Western Europe, parts of East Asia, and Oceania show strong alignment with 

multiple goals, LDCs and landlocked developing countries are lagging. These disparities stem 

from economic limitations, institutional weaknesses, and dependency on foreign aid. 

2.3 Multisectoral Innovations: Several breakthroughs have accelerated SDG implementation. 

For instance, AI-powered agricultural forecasting, blockchain in supply chains, and mobile 

banking in Africa have created new models for sustainable development. Collaborative models 

involving local governments, academic institutions, and community leaders have further enabled 

place-based solutions. 

3. Key Challenges: 

3.1 Financing Gaps: Achieving the SDGs requires an estimated $5–7 trillion annually. The 

current investment gap is over $2.5 trillion per year in developing countries. Debt burdens, 

inflation, and reduced international aid contribute to underfunding, necessitating innovative 

financing instruments such as green bonds, SDG-linked loans, and blended finance models. 
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3.2 Policy Incoherence: Lack of integration across sectors such as health, education, 

infrastructure, and environment weakens the impact of development efforts. Many national plans 

fail to align short-term economic objectives with long-term sustainability goals, creating conflicts 

in resource allocation. 

3.3 Data Deficiency: Reliable and disaggregated data is crucial for evidence-based policymaking. 

Inadequate statistical systems and lack of real-time monitoring hinder progress assessment. 

Technological solutions like geospatial analysis and open data platforms are still underutilized in 

several regions. 

3.4 Climate Change and Environmental Degradation: Rising sea levels, desertification, and 

extreme weather events have intensified. Biodiversity loss and deforestation also pose threats to 

food systems and indigenous communities. Current adaptation mechanisms are insufficient and 

underfunded. 

3.5 Socioeconomic Inequalities: Marginalized populations, including women, ethnic minorities, 

people with disabilities, and the elderly, often face barriers to accessing basic services and 

opportunities. Unequal digital access has further exacerbated educational and economic 

inequalities. 

4. Future Directions and Strategic Recommendations: 

4.1 Strengthening Global Partnerships (SDG 17): Partnerships must go beyond aid and focus 

on co-creation of knowledge, technology transfer, and capacity development. South-South and 

triangular cooperation can be especially impactful, as can global tax reforms to curb illicit financial 

flows. 

4.2 Promoting Policy Coherence and Integration: National governments should institutionalize 

SDG coordination units across ministries. Use of integrated planning tools such as the “SDG 

Synergies” approach can help map interlinkages and optimize resource use. Localizing the SDGs 

at municipal levels ensures community relevance and ownership. 

4.3 Accelerating Digital Transformation: Public investment in digital literacy, cybersecurity, 

and connectivity is critical. AI, big data, machine learning, and IoT can significantly improve 

service delivery in health, education, disaster response, and governance. Ethical considerations 

and privacy safeguards must accompany these efforts. 
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4.4 Mobilizing Private Sector and Civil Society: Corporate social responsibility (CSR) and 

environmental, social, and governance (ESG) metrics need to be mainstreamed. Startups and social 

enterprises can drive localized innovation, while civil society organizations should be empowered 

to monitor progress and ensure inclusivity. 

4.5 Enhancing Monitoring and Accountability: Creation of national SDG observatories, regular 

independent audits, and public dashboards can ensure transparency. Stakeholder dialogues, citizen 

science, and participatory planning can foster trust and accountability in governance. 

5. Conclusion: As the 2030 deadline nears, the current status in 2025 reflects a mixed picture. 

While substantial achievements have been made, especially in areas like health, education, and 

clean energy, significant challenges persist, particularly in financing, equity, and environmental 

resilience. Global crises have tested the resilience of development systems, revealing both 

strengths and gaps. Moving forward, a paradigm shift is required — one that emphasizes holistic 

development, inclusive governance, and digital innovation. Political will, systemic reforms, and 

multilateral solidarity must be at the core of all future efforts. The SDGs remain an unparalleled 

opportunity to transform the world, but only if their pursuit is backed by bold, collective, and 

sustained action. 

References 

• United Nations. (2015). Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. 

• UNDP. (2023). Human Development Report 2023: Breaking the Gridlock. 

• World Bank. (2024). Global Economic Prospects. 

• OECD. (2024). Measuring the Distance to the SDG Targets 2024. 

• Sachs, J. D., et al. (2023). Sustainable Development Report 2023. Cambridge University 

Press. 

• WHO. (2024). World Health Statistics 2024. 

• IEA. (2023). World Energy Outlook 2023. 

• UNESCO. (2024). Global Education Monitoring Report 2024. 

• UNEP. (2023). Global Environment Outlook. 

• ITU. (2023). Measuring Digital Development: Facts and Figures 2023. 

• IMF. (2024). Fiscal Monitor: Strengthening Public Finance for Sustainability. 



Conference Proceedings International Conference on Sustainable Development Goals- 

Challenges, Issues & Practices by TMIMT- College of Management, Teerthanker Mahaveer 

University, Moradabad 25th & 26th April 2025 (ISSN: 2348-988X) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Page No.-6  ICSDG-CIP-2025 25th- 26th April 2025 
 

• Verma, C., & Jain, V. Exploring Promotional Strategies in Private Universities: A 

Comprehensive Analysis of Tactics and Innovative Approaches. 

• Jain, V., Sharma, M. P., Kumar, A., & Kansal, A. (2020). Digital Banking: A Case Study 

of India. Solid State Technology, 63(6), 19980-19988. 

• Sumathi, M. S., Jain, V., & Zarrarahmed, Z. K. (2023). Using artificial intelligence (ai) and 

internet of things (iot) for improving network security by hybrid cryptography approach. 

• Ehsan, S., Tabasam, A. H., Ramos-Meza, C. S., Ashiq, A., Jain, V., Nazir, M. S., ... & 

Gohae, H. M. (2023). Does Zero-Leverage phenomenon improve sustainable 

environmental manufacturing sector: evidence from Pakistani manufacture 

industry?. Global Business Review, 09721509221150876. 

• Ramos Meza, C. S., Bashir, S., Jain, V., Aziz, S., Raza Shah, S. A., Shabbir, M. S., & 

Agustin, D. W. I. (2021). The economic consequences of the loan guarantees and firm’s 

performance: a moderate role of corporate social responsibility. Global Business Review, 

09721509211039674. 

• Sharifi, P., Jain, V., Arab Poshtkohi, M., Seyyedi, E., & Aghapour, V. (2021). Banks credit 

risk prediction with optimized ANN based on improved owl search 

algorithm. Mathematical Problems in Engineering, 2021(1), 8458501. 

• RAJKUMAR, A., & JAIN, V. (2021). A Literature Study on the Product Packaging 

Influences on the Customers Behavior. Journal of Contemporary Issues in Business and 

Government| Vol, 27(3), 780. 

• CHAWLA, C., & JAIN, V. (2017). PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF TOURISM 

INDUSTRY IN INDIA-WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO UTTAR PRADESH. CLEAR 

International Journal of Research in Commerce & Management, 8(9). 

• Jain, V. (2021). An overview on social media influencer marketing. South Asian Journal 

of Marketing & Management Research, 11(11), 76-81. 

• Jain, V., Navarro, E. R., Wisetsri, W., & Alshiqi, S. (2020). An empirical study of linkage 

between leadership styles and job satisfaction in selected organizations. PalArch's Journal 

of Archaeology of Egypt/Egyptology, 17(9), 3720-3732. 



Conference Proceedings International Conference on Sustainable Development Goals- 

Challenges, Issues & Practices by TMIMT- College of Management, Teerthanker Mahaveer 

University, Moradabad 25th & 26th April 2025 (ISSN: 2348-988X) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Page No.-7  ICSDG-CIP-2025 25th- 26th April 2025 
 

• Jain, V., Gupta, S. S., Shankar, K. T., & Bagaria, K. R. (2022). A study on leadership 

management, principles, theories, and educational management. World Journal of English 

Language, 12(3), 203-211. 

• Sharma, A., & Jain, V. (2020). A study on the re-lationship of stress and demographic pro-

file of employees with special reference to their marital status and income. UGC Care 

Journal, 43(4), 111-115. 

• Jain, V., Chawla, C., Agarwal, M., Pawha, M. S., & Agarwal, R. (2019). Impact of 

Customer Relationship Management on Customer Loyalty: A Study on Restaurants of 

Moradabad. International Journal of Advanced Science and Technology, 28(15), 482-49. 

• Jain, V., Goyal, M., & Pahwa, M. S. (2019). Modeling the relationship of consumer 

engagement and brand trust on social media purchase intention-a confirmatory factor 

experimental technique. International Journal of Engineering and Advanced 

Technology, 8(6), 841-849. 

• Jain, V., Al Ayub Ahmed, A., Chaudhary, V., Saxena, D., Subramanian, M., & Mohiddin, 

M. K. (2022, June). Role of data mining in detecting theft and making effective impact on 

performance management. In Proceedings of Second International Conference in 

Mechanical and Energy Technology: ICMET 2021, India (pp. 425-433). Singapore: 

Springer Nature Singapore. 

• Meza, C. S. R., Kashif, M., Jain, V., Guerrero, J. W. G., Roopchund, R., Niedbala, G., & 

Phan The, C. (2021). Stock markets dynamics and environmental pollution: emerging 

issues and policy options in Asia. Environmental Science and Pollution Research, 28(43), 

61801-61810. 

• Sasmoko, Ramos-Meza, C. S., Jain, V., Imran, M., Khan, H. U. R., Chawla, C., ... & 

Zaman, K. (2022). Sustainable growth strategy promoting green innovation processes, 

mass production, and climate change adaptation: A win-win situation. Frontiers in 

Environmental Science, 10, 1059975. 

• Jain, V., Sethi, P., Arya, S., Chawla, C., Verma, R., & Chawla, C. (2020). 5 1 

Principal,“Project Evaluation using Critical Path Method & Project Evaluation Review 

Technique Connecting Researchers on the Globe View project Researcher’s Achievements 



Conference Proceedings International Conference on Sustainable Development Goals- 

Challenges, Issues & Practices by TMIMT- College of Management, Teerthanker Mahaveer 

University, Moradabad 25th & 26th April 2025 (ISSN: 2348-988X) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Page No.-8  ICSDG-CIP-2025 25th- 26th April 2025 
 

View project Project Evaluation using Critical Path Method & Project Evaluation Review 

Technique,”. Wesleyan Journal of Research, 13(52). 

• Jain, V., Arya, S., & Gupta, R. (2018). An experimental evaluation of e-commerce in 

supply chain management among Indian online pharmacy companies. International Journal 

of Recent Technology and Engineering, 8(3), 438-445. 

• Chawla, C., Jain, V., & Mahajan, T. (2013). A Study on Students’ Attitude Towards 

Accountancy Subject at Senior Secondary School Level‒With Reference to Modarabad 

City. International Journal of Management, 4(3), 177-184. 

• Jain, V., & Sami, J. (2012). Understanding Sustainability of Trade Balance in Singapore 

Empirical Evidence from Co-intergration Analysis. Viewpoint Journal, 2(1), 3-9. 

• Verma, A. K., Ansari, S. N., Bagaria, A., & Jain, V. (2022). The Role of Communication 

for Business Growth: A Comprehensive Review. World Journal of English 

Language, 12(3), 164-164. 

• Ansari, S., Kumar, P., Jain, V., & Singh, G. (2022). Communication Skills among 

University Students. World Journal of English Language, 12(3), 103-109. 

• Rao, D. N., Vidhya, G., Rajesh, M. V., Jain, V., Alharbi, A. R., Kumar, H., & Halifa, A. 

(2022). An innovative methodology for network latency detection based on IoT centered 

blockchain transactions. Wireless Communications and Mobile Computing, 2022(1), 

8664079. 

• Jain, V. (2021). An overview of wal-mart, amazon and its supply chain. ACADEMICIA: 

An International Multidisciplinary Research Journal, 11(12), 749-755. 

• Jain, V., & Garg, R. (2019). Documentation of inpatient records for medical audit in a 

multispecialty hospital. 

• Verma, A., Singh, A., Sethi, P., Jain, V., Chawla, C., Bhargava, A., & Gupta, A. (2023). 

Applications of Data Security and Blockchain in Smart City Identity Management. 

In Handbook of Research on Data-Driven Mathematical Modeling in Smart Cities (pp. 

154-174). IGI Global. 

• Jain, V., & Gupta, A. (2012). Cloud Computing: Concepts, Challenges and Opportunities 

for Financial Managers in India. Amity Global Business Review, 7. 



Conference Proceedings International Conference on Sustainable Development Goals- 

Challenges, Issues & Practices by TMIMT- College of Management, Teerthanker Mahaveer 

University, Moradabad 25th & 26th April 2025 (ISSN: 2348-988X) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Page No.-9  ICSDG-CIP-2025 25th- 26th April 2025 
 

• Jain, V., & Ackerson, D. (2023). The Importance of Emotional Intelligence in Effective 

Leadership. Edited by Dan Ackerson, Semaphore, 5. 

• Sharif, S., Lodhi, R. N., Jain, V., & Sharma, P. (2022). A dark side of land revenue 

management and counterproductive work behavior: does organizational injustice add fuel 

to fire?. Journal of Public Procurement, 22(4), 265-288. 

• Jain, V. (2021). A review on different types of cryptography techniques. ACADEMICIA: 

An International Multidisciplinary Research Journal, 11(11), 1087-1094. 

• Kumar, S., & Jain, V. (2021). A survey on business profitability for a music artist by 

advertising on YouTube. Journal of Contemporary Issues in Business and Government| 

Vol, 27(3), 807. 

• Chawla, C. H. A. N. C. H. A. L., & Jain, V. I. P. I. N. (2021). Teamwork on employee 

performance and organization Growth. Journal of Contemporary Issues in Business and 

Government, 27(3), 706. 

• MEHRA, A., & JAIN, V. (2021). A review study on the brand image on the customer’s 

perspective. Journal of Contemporary Issues in Business and Government| Vol, 27(3), 773. 

• Jha, R. S., Tyagi, N., Jain, V., Chaudhary, A., & Sourabh, B. (2020). Role of Ethics in 

Indian Politics. Waffen-Und Kostumkunde Journal, 9(8), 88-97. 

• Kumar, A., Kansal, A., & Jain, V. (2020). A Comprehensive Study of Factor Influencing 

Investor’s Perception Investing in Mutual Funds. European Journal of Molecular & 

Clinical Medicine, 7(11), 2020. 

• Veeraiah, V., Ahamad, S., Jain, V., Anand, R., Sindhwani, N., & Gupta, A. (2023, May). 

IoT for Emerging Engineering Application Related to Commercial System. 

In International Conference on Emergent Converging Technologies and Biomedical 

Systems (pp. 537-550). Singapore: Springer Nature Singapore. 

• Setiawan, R., Kulkarni, V. D., Upadhyay, Y. K., Jain, V., Mishra, R., Yu, S. Y., & Raisal, 

I. (2020). The Influence Work-Life Policies Can Have on Part-Time Employees in Contrast 

to Full-Time Workers and The Consequence It Can Have on Their Job Satisfaction, 

Organizational Commitment and Motivation (Doctoral dissertation, Petra Christian 

University). 



Conference Proceedings International Conference on Sustainable Development Goals- 

Challenges, Issues & Practices by TMIMT- College of Management, Teerthanker Mahaveer 

University, Moradabad 25th & 26th April 2025 (ISSN: 2348-988X) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Page No.-10  ICSDG-CIP-2025 25th- 26th April 2025 
 

• Verma, C., Sharma, R., Kaushik, P., & Jain, V. (2024). The Role of Microfinance 

Initiatives in Promoting Sustainable Economic Development: Exploring Opportunities, 

Challenges, and Outcomes. 

• Verma, C., Sharma, R., Kaushik, P., & Jain, V. (2024). The Role of Microfinance 

Initiatives in Promoting Sustainable Economic Development: Exploring Opportunities, 

Challenges, and Outcomes. 

• Jain, V. (2021). An overview on employee motivation. Asian Journal of Multidimensional 

Research, 10(12), 63-68. 

• Jain, V. (2021). A review on different types of cryptography techniques “should be 

replaced by” exploring the potential of steganography in the modern era. ACADEMICIA: 

An International Multidisciplinary Research Journal, 11(11), 1139-1146. 

• Jain, V., Chawla, C., Arya, S., Agarwal, R., & Agarwal, M. (2019). Impact of Job 

Satisfaction on relationship between employee performance and human resource 

management practices followed by Bharti Airtel Limited Telecommunications with 

reference to Moradabad region. International Journal of Recent Technology and 

Engineering, 8, 493-498. 

• Verma, C., Sharma, R., Kaushik, P., & Jain, V. (2024). The Role of Microfinance 

Initiatives in Promoting Sustainable Economic Development: Exploring Opportunities, 

Challenges, and Outcomes. 

• Jain, V., Verma, C., Chauhan, A., Singh, A., Jain, S., Pramanik, S., & Gupta, A. (2024). A 

Website-Dependent Instructional Platform to Assist Indonesian MSMEs. In Empowering 

Entrepreneurial Mindsets With AI (pp. 299-318). IGI Global. 


